regard to the origin of that group of diseases which are commonly classed together as puerperal fever, and which form by far the most fatal complication of labour.
Many men still believe that they are produced by the insanitary conditions in the midst of which so many women are confined, and some go so far as to think that exposure of the lying-in woman to the infection of the various specific infectious diseases, notably scarlet fever and erysipelas, will produce in her the malady recognised as puerperal fever ; while others bol dly declare 
